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I. CUTICON Kerala 
The state branch shall organize an Annual State Conference; named CUTICON Kerala, 
hosted on its own or by any affiliated dermatology club or society. The naming format shall be 
CUTICON Kerala Year eg “CUTICON Kerala 2020.”  “10th/18th or 20th State Conference of 
IADVL Kerala” shall be mentioned in the next line. 
CUTICON Kerala shall have a two-day program in which organizational meetings (State 
Council and General Body Meeting) and scientific meetings shall be organized. 
There shall be an inaugural function, where the newly elected President and other office bearers 
shall be ceremoniously installed. 
CUTICON Kerala shall be open to all registered IADVL members. 
The Organizing Committee shall in general follow the same pattern as in the case of 
DERMACON and should encourage their members to donate awards, medals and prizes to 
ensure large participation. 
50% of the registration amount shall be given to IADVL Kerala. Any income over the 
expenditure (excluding registration fee) accruing from the CUTICON Kerala shall be shared 
equally between the affiliated dermatology club or society and IADVL Kerala. 
The organizing affiliated dermatology club or society shall submit the audited accounts of 
CUTICON Kerala and transfer the state share of CUTICON Kerala to IADVL Kerala within 90 
days from the date of the conference.
1) The venue shall be finalized during the incoming GB of the previous CUTICON Kerala 
2) Total duration shall not be more than 2 days for the conference. Two or more parallel sessions of CME 

can be held one day prior to CUTICON Kerala, to be called as pre-conference CME. 
3) If any national or zonal conference is going to be hosted by the IADVL Kerala, the CUTICON Kerala 

can be held along with it. But all business meetings and official functions of IADVL Kerala shall be 
held separately. 

4) All IADVL members of the association, including PLM and International Life Members, are eligible 
to be delegates of CUTICON Kerala. Qualified dermatologists with recognized degree accredited by a 
national body who are not IADVL members can register with a higher registration fee.    

5) All members of the State Executive and State Council shall assume office on the first day of the 
conference at the AGBM. 

6) The Outgoing President of the outgoing executive committee shall oversee the implementation of the 
rules and regulation in conducting the CUTICON Kerala.

7) Conference halls shall not be named after pharmaceutical companies or their products. They may be 
named after prominent living or deceased members. 

8) Speakers in their presentations in the conference shall disclose any conflict of interest, including financial 
or any other relationships with manufacturers of commercial products (including drugs, equipment and 
services). If there is no interest to declare, then a “no conflict of interest” declaration shall be made.

9) Scientific certificates shall be signed by the Outgoing President, Immediate Past President, President 
Elect and the Chairperson of the state academy and Chairperson of the Scientific Committee. The 
name of presenter and title of the presentation have to be written down by the organizers so that blank 
certificates are not handed over. The attendance certificates shall bear the signatures of the Outgoing 
President, President Elect, Outgoing State secretary, Chairperson and Secretary of the Organizing 
Committee of CUTICON Kerala.





2

Special privileges and assistance shall be provided to all the senior citizens above 65 years 
age throughout the conference.  

ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING (AGBM) FOR THE CLOSING YEAR

The meeting shall be held on the first day of CUTICON Kerala, after the EC Meeting. Its venue 
should be intimated to the state Secretary by the organizing secretary well in advance to enable 
him or her to inform all the members of the venue, date and time of the meeting. 

The Organizing Secretary of CUTICON Kerala, in consultation with the State secretary, shall 
include this information in the brochure of CUTICON Kerala. A suitable hall with adequate 
capacity, i.e., 350 persons or more, according to the number of registered delegates, with a good 
Public Address system should be chosen. The dais should be able to seat 12–15 office bearers. 

The meeting shall be presided by the President and conducted as per the agenda circulated by 
the State secretary.

The new office bearers shall be installed at this meeting. The proceedings must be audio–video 
recorded. 

Inaugural program:

The inaugural function should be scheduled after the GBM of the closing year. Its details shall 
be finalized by consultations among the President, Immediate Past President, President Elect 
and State secretary. The local organizing committee shall appoint a team to look after the 
arrangements headed by one of the joint secretaries or any other senior functionaries who has 
experience of organizing inaugural programs. It shall be presided over by the new President. 
The chief guest shall be escorted by the organizing chairperson. The organizers may make 
suitable changes in the above protocol only with the concurrence of State President and State 
Secretary.

Seating arrangement

Layout of the dais arrangement during the inaugural function

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
OS JS 1 VP 1 SS PE  P CG IPP OCP SCP ST VP 2 JS 2

 

* Abbreviations used: OS- Organizing Secretary; JS1- Sr. Joint Secretary; VP 1- Sr. Vice 
President; SS- State Secretary; PE- President Elect; P- President, CG- Chief Guest; IPP- 
Immediate Past President, OCP- Organizing Chairperson; SCP- Scientific Chairperson; ST- 
state Treasurer, VP 2- Jr. Vice President; JS 2- Jr. Joint Secretary.

In case there are other dignitaries, they shall be seated next to the organizing committee 
Chairperson, between OCP and SCP.

The program should be as follows: 
1) Prayer 
2) Welcome address by the Chairperson of the Organizing Committee 
3) Introduction of guests 
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4) Presidential address
5) Brief introduction of the awardees citation to be presented by the State secretary 
6) Felicitation and bestowing of the awards by the President (Amended in AGBM of 26 November 2022)
7) Address by the Immediate Past President 
8) Inauguration of the conference by the Chief Guest
9) Inaugural speech by the Chief Guest
10) Ceremonial installation of the President and office bearers of the current year:
11) Acceptance Speech, felicitation of the outgoing office bearers and introduction of the new office 

bearers by the new President 
12) Vote of thanks by the Organizing Secretary of the conference
13) National anthem 

COMBINED EC, STATE COUNCIL AND FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL BODY 
MEETING FOR THE COMMENCING YEAR

This meeting shall be held on the second day of the CUTICON Kerala. The CUTICON Kerala 
organizers shall intimate the Secretary of the venue well in advance to enable him or her to 
intimate the date, time and venue to members. The same information may also be included in 
the brochure of the conference. Since the venue of the meeting is usually the same as that of the 
AGBM of the closing year, the same arrangements can be made. A hall to accommodate about 
350 delegates may be selected, with an arrangement for seating of 12-15 office bearers on the 
dais. This meeting shall be presided by the incoming President. 

VALEDICTORY FUNCTION 

This shall be held on THE SECOND   day of the conference, after the scientific program has 
concluded in the main hall of the conference. Layout of dais arrangement during the valedictory 
function shall be the same as inaugural function. The organizers may make suitable changes in 
the above protocol only with the concurrence of State President and State Secretary.
The program of the function shall be as follows: 

1) Welcome speech by the President of the organizing affiliated dermatology club or society
2) Address by the Chairperson of the organizing committee: 
3) Address by the President
4) Address by the President elect
5) Presentation of the awards (the State Secretary shall arrange for certificates, medals, etc., and 

announce the names of winners) 
6) Address by the Organizing Committee Chairperson or Secretary of the affiliated dermatology club 

or society
7) Appraisals and views of the delegates of CUTICON Kerala
8) Vote of thanks by the Secretary of the organizing affiliated dermatology club or society

II. MID CUTICON Kerala
The state branch shall organize an annual mid year state Conference; named MID CUTICON 
Kerala, hosted by any affiliated dermatology club or society or on its own. The naming format 
shall be MID CUTICON Kerala Year eg “MID CUTICON Kerala 2020.” 
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MID CUTICON Kerala shall have a one-day program in which organizational meetings (State 
Council and General Body Meeting) and scientific meetings shall be organized.
The Organizing Committee shall in general follow the same pattern as in the case of CUTICON 
Kerala.

III. NATIONAL LEVEL MEETS
The affiliated dermatology club or society of IADVL Kerala may host the National Conferences 
(DERMACON & MID DERMACON), Zonal Conferences (DERMAZONE South) or any 
other academic meet allotted to IADVL Kerala.
These meetings shall in general follow the guidelines of National IADVL in hosting these 
conferences. 
These meets shall be conducted using the PAN Card, GST number and TAN number of IADVL 
Kerala.
A separate bank account may be opened for the specific purpose using the KYC of IADVL 
Kerala and office bearers of the Organizing Committee would be the authorized signatories. 
The bank account would have the name of said conference. The bank account would be closed 
at final settlement of accounts and excess amount be transferred to the IADVL Kerala account.
The share of National IADVL and other state branches, wherever applicable shall be disbursed 
by IADVL Kerala.
Due diligence shall be exercised regarding TDS deduction, GST, cess etc. in consultation with 
state treasurer and auditors of IADVL Kerala. 
The account of such conferences shall be audited by the auditors of IADVL Kerala and presented 
by the treasurer in the general body meeting along with the annual audited report. 
Income over expenditure from the conference would be shared between the state branch and the 
affiliated dermatology club or society in the ratio of 70:30.
IV. USE OF IADVL KERALA LOGO

IADVL Kerala shall permit the Affiliated clubs and societies to use IADVL Kerala logo for all activities 
conducted with the prior consent of EC.

IADVL Kerala shall permit use of IADVL Kerala logo for programs conducted by organizations 
other than Affiliated Clubs and Societies by collecting one time royalty per event not less than 
Rs 5000/-. For these events prior approval of the content or motive of the program by the EC 
is mandatory. EC shall nominate an observer for the same. EC can also decide to waive off the 
royalty amount for nonprofit events.

V. ORATIONS AND AWARDS
A. IADVL Kerala State Oration

It consists of a cash award (Rs 25,000/-), a certificate and a plaque. It shall be delivered during 
CUTICON Kerala. Sponsor, if any, should transfer an amount to IADVL Kerala to be maintained 
by IADVL Kerala as a fixed deposit that generates the award amount every year. The awardee 
must be a Life member of IADVL Kerala. The awardee is selected by the state IADVL academy 
from the applicants. If the academy is of the view that none of the papers received is of the 
required standard, the award for that year may be withheld.
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IADVL Kerala State Oration Evaluation Guidelines 
Recipients must be a Life member of IADVL Kerala 

1. Applications may be by self or by nomination by any other Life member of IADVL 
Kerala.

2. The applicant should have at least 10 years Post PG experience.
3. The oration shall be awarded only if the applicant has received a minimum of 20 marks 

in clause 5 a and minimum of 20 marks in clause 5 b and 5c together.
4. Applications must be accompanied by the following.

a. Oration Topic and Full text of oration should be sent for evaluation.
b. List of publications
c. Proof of previous scientific awards in the field of Dermatology, Venereology and 

Leprosy 
d. Full copy of the most significant published work
e. Contributions to IADVL
f. Academic credentials 

5. Award of marks will be as follows:
a. Oration topic: Matter of oration, Quality of topic – 40 marks
b. Publications or presentations in International, National and State conferences 

on topic of oration to be marked as follows – Maximum – 40 Marks
c. Publications in Pubmed/ Scopus / Embase indexed journals - 3 marks each, 

Other Indices -2marks each
d. Presentation in International Conference – 4marks each, 
e. National Conference -3marks each, State Conference – 2 marks each
f. Authorship of medical books/chapters on topic of oration maximum of 20

i. Text book (Editor or associate editor) – 10 marks each
ii. Chapter in a Textbook– 5 marks each

g. Other publications on other topics, 2 marks per publication to a cumulative 
maximum of 10 marks.

h. Authorship of medical books/chapters on other topics Maximum of 10
i. Text book (Editor or associate editor)– 10 marks

ii. Chapter in a Textbook– 5 marks each
i. Awards won: Max 20

i. International – 5 each (max -10)
ii. National – 3 each (Max 6)

iii. State – 2 each (Max 4)
j. Contribution to IADVL (Max 10)

i. National level office bearer (President/elect, Vice president, Gen. 
Secretary, Joint Secretary, Treasurer, Editor/Assistant editor of official 
journal) – 2 Marks each to a maximum of 6

ii. State level (President/elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor/Assistant editor 
of official journal) -1 Mark each to a maximum of 4
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B. Prof Dr B. K. Hareendran Nair Award (BKH Award)

It consists of a cash award (Rs 20000/-), a certificate and a plaque. 

The awardee is selected by the state IADVL academy from the applicants. If the academy is of 
the view that none of the papers received is of the required standard, the award for that year may 
be withheld. Sponsor, if any, should transfer an amount to IADVL Kerala to be maintained by 
IADVL Kerala as a fixed deposit that generates the award amount every year. This award shall 
be given during CUTICON Kerala.

Eligibility Criteria:

a) The award is given for the best original research paper done by a young dermatologist after 
completion of Post-Graduation. Original Research paper [other than Thesis or Dissertation] 
done during Post-Graduation shall be considered in absence of eligible applicants

b) The applicant should be member of IADVL Kerala State and should not have completed 45 
years of age as on the last date of application

c) Research papers that have been published in indexed journals within last 2 years are 
eligible. (Proof of publication should be furnished)

d) Thesis or dissertation work done during PG tenure will not be considered.

e) The applicant should be the principal investigator in the original research mentioned.

f) Proof of ethical committee approval indicating the criterion (e) should be submitted

BKH Nair Award Evaluation Guidelines
Only original works will be considered.

1. Awarding of marks
a) Title - (5)

a.  Clarity - 2.5
b. Appropriateness - 2.5

b) Introduction - (10)
a. Current knowledge reviewed with appropriate references - 2.5
b. Justification for study - 7.5

c) Objective - (10)
a. Primary/ Secondary objectives defined clearly - 10

d) Research question - (25)
a. Feasibility - 5
b. Interesting - 5 
c. Novel - 5
d. Ethical - 5
e. Relevance - 5

e) Methodology - (45)
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Give points if the following aspects are mentioned in sufficient detail and are 
appropriate

a. Study design - 10
b. Setting - 5
c. Case definition - 5
d. Inclusion & exclusion criteria - 5
e. Subject Selection - 2.5
f. Sample size calculation - 5
g. Study procedure - 5
h. Statistical analysis - 7.5

f) Results - (45)
a. Descriptive statistics given in sufficient detail - 10
b. Proper sequencing of findings - 10
c. Appropriate use of tables - 10
d. Appropriate use of figures - 5
e. Statistical results given in sufficient detail - 10

g) Discussion - (50)
a. Results that answer objectives summarized well - 5
b. Results interpreted well - 10
c. Put the result in context with other works - 10
d. Implications of the findings - 10
e. Limitations of the study explained - 10
f. Logical next step discussed - 5

h) References - (10)
a. Written in the appropriate style - 5
b. Marked the references appropriately in the text - 5

C. PG Thesis award
It consists of a cash award (Rs 5000/-) and a certificate 

Eligible applicants: 
All those who are either PLM/ LM of IADVL Kerala 
                          And
Has passed MD/ DNB postgraduate course in dermatology in institutions of Kerala.
                           And
Whose thesis has been approved by the concerned university within two years from the last date 
of submission of application.
A thesis submitted for competitive evaluation by other agencies including National IADVL and 
that has won prizes, may also be submitted for IADVL Kerala best thesis award. 





8

A thesis once submitted for evaluation for IADVL Kerala best thesis award cannot be sent for 
evaluation in subsequent years.  If the academy is of the view that none of the papers received 
is of the required standard, the award for that year may be withheld.
Who will evaluate?
IADVL Kerala state Academy chairperson can choose a three-member team. Team will be 
headed by the state Academy chairperson.
Other members may be selected from IADVL Kerala state Academy members or from PG 
teaching institutions outside Kerala, as per the discretion of the IADVL-Academy chairperson 
in consultation with the members. At least one of the above members should be from a teaching 
institute outside Kerala.
If a thesis guided by the IADVL Kerala state Academy chairperson happens to be submitted for 
evaluation, this has to be disclosed to the academy.
Academy members can choose another person from the academy itself or from a PG teaching 
centre to head the evaluation committee.
Other two committee members should also be selected in such a way that no conflicts of interests 
exist.
In case of a tie the award will be shared.
When to submit
Honorary General Secretary of IADVL Kerala shall invite applications (through mails to all 
IADVL Kerala members and HODs of all postgraduate teaching institutions) three months 
prior to CUTICON Kerala every year.
The last date of submission of application should be at least two months prior to the date of 
CUTICON Kerala.
Time frame for thesis evaluation
The applicants should produce a certificate from guide and head of the department certifying that 
the thesis was the original work of the applicant and was approved by the concerned university 
within two years (as on the last date of application). 
The ethics committee clearance certificate should also be sent. 
These two to be submitted as separate documents along with the thesis file. The thesis file 
shouldn’t have any part which reveals the identity of the applicant, guide or institution.
The thesis file along with the certificates should be sent to the Honorary General Secretary of 
IADVL Kerala, who would verify the facts.
The Honorary General Secretary of IADVL Kerala will scrutinize the three documents for 
confirming the details including whether the title of prepared manuscript is same as that in 
ethics committee certificate. 
Then the thesis files of all applicants may be sent to the IADVL- Academy chairperson/ thesis 
evaluation committee head within five days of last date of submission of application. 
The evaluation committee should return the results to the Honorary General Secretary of IADVL 
Kerala within 20 days. 
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The Honorary General Secretary of IADVL Kerala will then inform the result to the Scientific 
committee Chairperson of the CUTICON Kerala and the selected candidate, maintaining 
confidentiality so that he/ she can get the presentation ready for the conference. The result will 
be formally announced in the closing GB of CUTICON Kerala.
How to prepare the thesis for submission
The thesis should be submitted in PDF format. The file shouldn’t contain any part which reveals 
the identity of the applicant, guide or the institution. 
The manuscript should have a structured abstract of maximum 300 words with the following 
subheadings- Objectives, Materials and Methods, Results, Limitations, Conclusion.
This should be followed by a main text of the following subheadings- Introduction, Materials 
and Methods, Review of Literature, Results, Discussion, Limitations, Conclusion.
Title, abstract, main text, references in Vancouver format, Tables, figure/ flow chart legends, 
followed by figure/ flow charts
Figure legends should be given below each figure as well. Table legends should be kept above 
the tables.  Tables and figures should be numbered in the order as they appear in the text in 
Arabic numerals and should be properly cited in text.
Short forms used in the manuscript should be expanded the first time, they appear in text. 
Tables should be self-explanatory. The expansions for short forms used in each table should be 
included as foot notes.
These instructions for manuscript submission also should be sent by the Honorary General 
Secretary of IADVL Kerala, when the invitation for application is sent to all IADVL Kerala 
members and HODs of all postgraduate teaching institutions.  
How to evaluate
The three members should evaluate the thesis independently with a pre-set score sheet. The 
average of three marks will be taken. In case of a tie, the final decision would rest with the head 
of the committee.
The marks may be split like this

1. Title: Is the title appropriate for the study and whether it reflects the aims and 
objectives of the study and study design - 5 marks

2. Abstract:  this assesses whether the applicant was able to clearly convey the essence 
of the study including its limitations in a nut shell - 5 marks
Objectives: Are objectives clearly stated - (1 mark)
Materials and Methods: Do they clearly mention the essence of methodology (study 
setting, study period, study population, investigations performed, and the statistical 
methods used) - (1 mark)
Results: Are relevant details included? Whether numerical data expressed both in 
numbers and as percentage of total.  Eg. Ten patients (10/50, 20%) (1 mark)
Limitations: Important limitations mentioned/ not (1 mark)
Conclusion: Whether the conclusion is consistent with the methodology and results of 
the study (1 mark)
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3. Main text
Introduction:  5 marks
Has the applicant given a short paragraph describing the studied aspect with appropriate 
references (does it state the recent knowledge in the studied aspect?) - 1 mark
Are the existing lacunae in knowledge mentioned? - 1 mark
Was the author successful in conveying the relevance of carrying out the study? - 2 
marks

Materials and methods - 20 marks

1. Study design mentioned? Study setting mentioned? (community based/ tertiary care 
centre etc), Study period mentioned? (3 marks)

2. Does the methods section mention clearance from institutional ethics committee, 
written informed consent form study participant and in studies involving treatment with 
a procedure or drug, clinical trial registry number? (2 marks)

3. Doe the paper clearly mentions how the sample size was calculated with appropriate 
references? (2 marks)

4. Does the section clearly define the studied aspect and the parameters used? (10 marks)
5. Does the paper clearly mention the statistical analysis used? (3 marks)

 Results -20 marks
1. Does the result section give a description of  the study participants? (Number of participants, 

age and gender distribution etc.)
2. Are the results stated clearly (numerical values as well as percentages wherever applicable 

– eg. 18/ 100 (18%) study participants)
3. Are all relevant images given- clear clinical images, histopathology images etc. ?
4. Are important findings clearly stated with the use of appropriate tables or graphs?
5. Are important statistical values mentioned?
Discussion: -20 marks

1. Please see whether discussion is focused and relevant to the study.
2. Please check if results are compared with available literature
3.  Please check whether all statements from literature are properly cited?
4. Were important studies available at the time of conducting the study included in 

discussion?  
 Limitations: Whether limitations of the study correctly identified and mentioned? - 5 marks
 Conclusion: Whether conclusion mentioned is appropriate for the study design and results.?  
            - 5 marks
Technical aspects - 5

1. Are tables and figures cited in text?
2. Are tables self-explanatory? Descriptive table legend is given?  Whether expansion of 

short forms used in each table expanded in foot notes? 
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3. References- Are they in Vancouver style?  
4.  Images: whether separate legend is written for each image and each part of image that 

are prepared as collage. Do histopathology/ immunohistochemistry images show stain 
and magnification in brackets in legend to image? 

5. Is the manuscript prepared carefully without many grammar errors/ spelling mistakes?
6. Please see whether the manuscript is keeping with the prescribed word count (2500 

words excluding abstract, references, tables and figure legends)

Novelty and relevance of study -10 marks
GRAND TOTAL- 100 marks

SI 
No

Title Abstract Introduction Materials 
and 

Methods

Results Discussion Limitations Conclusion Compliance 
with technical 

aspects of 
manuscript 
preparation

Novelty 
of the 

study and 
relevance

Total 

Max: 5 
marks

Max: 5 
marks

Max: 5 
marks

Max: 20
marks

Max: 20 
marks

Max: 20 
marks

Max: 5 
marks

Max: 
5 marks

Max: 
5 marks

Max: 10 
marks

Max: 100 
marks

D. Dr. P.T. Pillai Lifetime Achievement award
A lifetime achievement award instituted in the name of Late Dr. P. Thankappan Pillai is awarded 
to a life member of IADVL Kerala, above the age of 65 years who has rendered outstanding 
contributions to the specialty of Dermatology Venereology and Leprology. It consists of a cash 
award (Rs 30000/-) and a citation. This award shall be given during CUTICON Kerala.
Sponsor, if any, should transfer an amount to IADVL Kerala to be maintained by IADVL Kerala 
as a fixed deposit that generates the award amount every year. 
The three presidents (the current, the immediate past and the president-elect) as well as 
secretary and the treasurer will constitute the selection committee. Awardee may be selected by 
application or nomination. The selection shall be based on consensus among the five members 
of the selection committee. If there is any difference of opinion among the five members, the 
decision shall be based on simple majority. In case of a tie of votes, the President can exercise 
casting vote. The following parameters would be considered for choosing the awardee.

1. IADVL Organisational posts held: 25 marks
2. Conferences organised at National/State level: 25 marks
3. Social/Community service: 25 marks
4. Academic achievements and Publications: 25 marks

E. IADVL Kerala President Appreciation Award
EC can give up to five appreciation awards every year to the members who have rendered 
exceptional services, for the betterment of IADVL Kerala. Members of committees shall also 
be eligible. This award shall be given during CUTICON Kerala. 
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F. IADVL Kerala Best Practitioner Award
It consists of a cash award (Rs 20000/-) and a citation. This award shall be given during 
CUTICON Kerala.

Eligibility Criteria
1. Applicant should be a Life Member of IADVL Kerala in good standing. 
2. Applicant must have minimum period of 15 years’ experience in active clinical practice 

in Dermatology.
3. Applicant should not apply for any other IADVL Kerala instituted award during the same 

year and should not be a recipient of IADVL Kerala Best Practitioner award or IADVL 
Kerala Best Teacher Award. 

4. Existing EC members of IADVL KERALA and members of the Award Judging committee 
are not eligible to apply for the award.

Application form
1. Application should be sent by self or nominated by another life member of IADVL 

Kerala with all mentioned documents/proofs. This proposal should be seconded by 2 
Life members of IADVL Kerala.

2. Application form duly filled with supporting documents/proofs should be sent to the 
Hon. Secretary of IADVL Kerala before 2 months of proposed date of CUTICON 
Kerala ie, Annual conference of IADVL Kerala.

The Honorary Secretary of IADVL Kerala after verifying the membership details and eligibility 
criteria shall forward the copies of the application forms to members of the committee formed 
for selecting the Awardee along with Judgement criteria for the award. The judges chosen 
shall evaluate the applications using the laid down guidelines and send their evaluation to 
the Honorary secretary who shall tabulate the evaluations and the Awardee shall be declared 
officially during the Closing General Body meeting of during CUTICON Kerala.

The Judging committee shall have 5 members
1. Current President IADVL Kerala
2. Current Secretary IADVL Kerala
3. Immediate Past President IADVL Kerala
4. Immediate President Elect IADVL Kerala
5. One Life member of IADVL Kerala nominated by the existing Executive Committee of 

IADVL Kerala
Selection Criteria
The applications whose membership details are officially verified by the Honorary Secretary of 
IADVL Kerala must be assessed using the guidelines consisting of following domains
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Contributions to IADVL

A Office bearer of IADVL Local Branch (President /Secretary/
Treasurer) 2 each

State Branch
(President /Secretary/Treasurer) 4 each

State Branch Executive other than PST 2 each
National IADVL President /Secretary/
Treasurer 5 each 

Chairperson or Convenor of 
IADVL Kerala (Committee/Academy/Task force) 1

Other posts in national IADVL Committee/Academy/SIGs 
1(Member) 

2 (Chairperson/ 
Convenor)

B

Organizing IADVL events 
(MIDDERMACON, 
DERMAZONE SOUTH, 
DERMACON)

Organising and Scientific Chairperson/ 
Organising Secretary

4

Organizing IADVL Kerala 
events (MIDCUTICON Kerala, 
CUTICON Kerala)

Organising and Scientific Chairperson/ 
Organising Secretary

3

SIG Events Organising and Scientific Chairperson/ 
Organising Secretary 2

C
Authorship in IADVL/ other 
Dermatology Textbooks/ 
Indexed Journals 

Editor in-chief
Author of Chapters/Associate Editor 
Editorial Board member
Contributions (Articles)

5
4
3
1

D

Faculty in IADVL 
CONFERENCES/CME/
WORKSHOP
(excluding chairpersons and 
judges)

Regional Level

State level

National Level

1

2

3

E Years of Practice

15-20

21-25

26-30

>30

2

3

4

5
 A+ B Maximum 30
C + D Maximum 20





14

Community outreach activities and others

A Community based Health Talk/Camps/Surveys/ Services 1 each -20 max 

B Office bearers of other recognized Professional bodies 
(President / Secretary) 1each -5 max

C International / National Awards, recognition and Fellowships 
in Dermatology 2 each -10 max

D Publications/Academic achievements in non IADVL domain 1 each – 5 max

E Other achievements/ Awards from non IADVL domain 
(Regional/State/National/International) 1each -5 max

G. IADVL Kerala Best Teacher Award
It consists of a cash award (Rs 20000/-) and a citation. This award shall be given during 
CUTICON Kerala.

Eligibility Criteria
1. Applicant should be a Life Member of IADVL Kerala
2. Applicant must have minimum UG/PG teaching experience of 15 yrs.
3. Applicant must either be a regular faculty in a NMC/DNB approved institution currently or 

within 3 years of retirement from a teaching institution.
4. Applicant should not apply for any other IADVL Kerala instituted award during the same 

year and should not be a recipient of IADVL Kerala Best Practitioner award or IADVL 
Kerala Best Teacher Award. 

5. Existing EC members of IADVL Kerala and members of the judging committee are not 
eligible to apply for the award

Application form
6. Application should be sent by self or nominated by another life member of IADVL Kerala 

with all mentioned documents/proofs duly proposed and seconded by 2 Life members of 
IADVL KERALA.

7. Application form duly filled with supporting documents/proofs should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary of IADVL Kerala before 2 months of proposed date of CUTICON Kerala ie, 
Annual conference of IADVL Kerala

The Honorary Secretary of IADVL Kerala after verifying the membership details and eligibility 
criteria shall forward the copies of the application forms to members of the committee formed 
for selecting the Awardee along with Judgement criteria for the award. The judges chosen 
shall evaluate the applications using the laid down guidelines and send their evaluation to 
the Honorary secretary who shall tabulate the evaluations and the awardee shall be officially 
declared during the Closing General Body meeting of IADVL Kerala at CUTICON Kerala.
The Judging committee shall have 5 members
8. Current President IADVL Kerala
9. Current Secretary IADVL Kerala
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10. Immediate Past President IADVL Kerala
11. Immediate President Elect IADVL Kerala
12. Chairperson/Chairperson of IADVL Academy or any person nominated by the academy in 

special circumstances
Selection Criteria
The applications whose membership details are officially verified by the Honorary Secretary of 
IADVL Kerala must be assessed using the guidelines consisting of following domains
Domain 1 - Academic domain – Max 40

Points

A Years of UG/PG Teaching
15-20
21-25
26-30
>30

1
2
3
4

B Additional Qualification Other than PG 
Degree/DNB

Ph.D./M.Phil. 1 

Fellowship of National Bodies 
approved by state/national Medical 

Council(ICMR/CSIR etc.)
2

Fellowship of International 
Bodies approved by State/
National Medical Council

(MRCP, FRCP etc.)
3

C Presenting Papers/Posters State Level CMEs/Conferences
(Proofs to be annexed)

2 each-10 
max

National CMEs/Conferences
Proofs to be annexed

3 each-15 
max

International conferences 5 each-20 
max

D University / Board Examinership Examiner 1 each- 5 
Max 

E Setting Question paper for University/ Board 1 each-5 
Max

F Guideship MD/DNB Thesis 2 each 

ICMR Projects 2 each

Co-Guide 1 each

G Academic Position Professor 3 Max
Principal/Dean/VC/DME/Joint 

DME 4 Max
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Domain 2-Research and publications - Max 30
A Research Grants Principal investigator Co-investigator

IADVL 2 1
State And Central Govt 3 1
ICMR/ International 4 2

B

Publications in Peer review/Indexed 
journals as per existing NMC 
Guidelines ( 1st author, 2nd author, 3rd 
author and corresponding author as per 
current guidelines)

1st and Corresponding 

Rest of the authors

2

1

C Publication of books Chief Editor Editorial 
board Author

Book/Booklet in local language 3 2 1

Chapter in Books (With ISBN/ISSN 
No) National publishers 4 3 2

Chapter in Books -International 
Publishers 5 4 3

A – Maximum 5, B – Maximum 15 and C – Maximum of 10 points in each 

Domain 3-Contributions to IADVL - Max 20

A Office bearer of IADVL Local Branch (President /
Secretary/Treasurer) 2 each

State Branch

(President /Secretary/Treasurer)
4 each

State Branch Executive other 
than PST 2 each

National IADVL

President /Secretary/Treasurer
5 each 

Chairperson or Convenor of IADVL 
Kerala

(Committee/Academy/Task 
force) 1

Other posts in national IADVL Committee/Academy/SIGs 
1 (Member) 

2 (Chairperson/ 
Convenor)

B
Organizing IADVL events 
(MIDDERMACON, DERMAZONE 
SOUTH, DERMACON)

Organising and Scientific 
Chairperson/ Organising 

Secretary

4





Organizing IADVL Kerala events 
(MIDCUTICON Kerala, CUTICON 
Kerala)

Organising and Scientific 
Chairperson/ Organising 

Secretary

3

SIG Events 
Organising and Scientific 
Chairperson/ Organising 

Secretary
2

C

Faculty in IADVL 

CONFERENCES/CME/WORKSHOP

(excluding chairpersons and judges)

Regional Level

State level

National Level

1

2

3

Domain 4 -Community outreach activities and others – Max 10

A Health Talk/Camps/Surveys 1 each

B Staff Advisor to the students/In charge of Academic /
Extracurricular activities 1 each

C Office bearers of other recognized Professional bodies 1 each

D International / National Awards, recognition and Fellowships 
in Dermatology 2 each

H. Presentation of Award Papers– Case reports & Research studies 

Calling for Award papers- Case reports & Research Studies

1. The organising committee of CUTICON Kerala/MIDCUTICON Kerala should call for 
submission of award papers well in advance, at least one month before the conference.

2. The Honorary Secretary of IADVL Kerala should circulate the information via email to 
individual IADVL members (both LMs & PLMs) and to head of the departments of 
Dermatology of all medical colleges (with post graduate course in Dermatology) within the 
state of Kerala.

Criteria for selection for presentation

1. Only Provisional Life Members (PLMs) of Kerala IADVL who are pursuing postgraduate 
course in medical colleges within Kerala can submit award papers.

2. Each medical college can send only one case report and one research study.

3. To qualify as a research study, the number of study subjects should be at least five. Case 
series with less than five study subjects should be presented in case reports section.

4. The title and the abstract should be sent to the email id provided by the scientific committee 
before the last date of abstract submission, which should be at least 2 weeks before the 
CUTICON Kerala / MIDCUTICON Kerala. 
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5. The abstract of case report (of not more than 300 words) may be prepared under the following 
subheadings: introduction, case report & highlights of the report. The abstract of the research 
study (of not more than 400 words) may be prepared under the following subheadings: 
introduction, objectives, materials and methods (kindly specify ethics committee clearance 
and consent from individual study participant), results, limitations & conclusion.

6.  A letter of recommendation from the concerned head of the department mentioning that the 
presenting author was actively involved in the work up of the case must be attached along 
with the abstract.

Criteria for selection of Judges for evaluation
1. The scientific committee in consultation with the Chairperson of the IADVL Kerala state 

Academy shall select the judges for evaluation of case reports and research studies. 

2. There should be separate judging panel for the case reports and research studies.

3. Each judging panel shall comprise of 3 judges.

4. The judges should not be current faculty in medical colleges from where the postgraduates 
are presenting.

5. At least one of the judges should be a professor retired from a medical college (who is a life 
member of IADVL Kerala) and one of the judges should be a practitioner (not working in a 
medical college) with at least 10 years post PG experience OR with at least 5 years post PG 
experience and at least two scientific publications.

Criteria for evaluation- common to both case reports & research studies
1. The first slide of the powerpoint shall contain only the title and the full name of the presenter.
2. The powerpoint should not contain any identifiers like name of the faculty, name of the 

medical college and no other pointers like a tertiary care centre or an oncology centre in 
South, Central or North Kerala, etc. If any such identifiers are included in the powerpoint or 
mentioned in the presentation, then this will amount to disqualification.

3. Privacy of the patients should be protected. Appropriate permission from patients for use of 
their clinical images should be taken. Eyes should be blacked out. Maintaining privacy and 
dignity of patients is the responsibility of presenter. 

4.  Any conflicts of interest should be clearly mentioned.
5. The time allotted for presentation of Case report is 6 minutes and for Research study is 7 

minutes. A buzzer alarm should be rung at 1 minute before the time limit and a final alarm 
should be rung at end of time allotted.

6. If the presenter exceeds the time limit but concludes within another 1 minute, then 5 marks 
should be deducted from the total marks secured as a penalty. If the presenter exceeds 1 
minute than the time limit, then the person will be disqualified.

7. An evaluation sheet in which the criteria for evaluation are printed shall be provided to 
all the judges with the marking scheme clearly mentioned. The judges must follow this 
evaluation criteria and the marking scheme.
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8. The marks awarded by all the three judges shall be totalled by a tabulation committee 
constituted by the scientific committee. The first three places shall be decided for case reports 
and research studies separately, based on the total marks secured by the presenters.

9. The decision of the judges shall be final.

10. The organising committee shall provide Certificate of participation (in which the name of 
the presenter, title of presentation, whether case report or research study shall be printed) to 
all the presenters and Certificate of appreciation to the winners of first three places specifying 
whether they secured first/second or third place. 

Criteria for evaluating Award papers- Case reports
The following criteria shall be followed by the judges for evaluating the case reports.
Each of the criterion shall carry maximum of 5 marks each and the maximum total marks shall 
be 50.
i. Title: whether appropriate for the case presented?
ii. Introduction: how well attention is drawn to the case to be presented?
iii. Description of the case: whether the relevant positive and negative history is given, 

whether the skin lesions are described properly?
iv. Investigation: Whether relevant investigations are mentioned? Whether attempts have 

been made to incorporate novel investigations?
v. Flow of presentation: Whether the thought process involved in formulating the differential 

diagnosis, deciding the investigations to be done and arriving at final diagnosis clearly 
described? Whether the clinical differential diagnosis is appropriate to the case description?

vi. Treatment: Whether treatment given and the response to the treatment mentioned? 
Whether the current condition of the patient mentioned?

vii. Literature Review: Whether relevant recent literature review done and correlated with the 
case report presented? Whether references provided in the standard format?

viii. Novelty: Whether the reasons for highlighting the case are convincing enough? Whether 
the case is rare/ novel enough to be presented? Whether the case report provide lessons to 
learn?

ix. Slides in the powerpoint: general appeal, clarity, rule of six, colour combination, 
organisation

x. Quality of clinical photographs
xi. Clarity, Confidence & Communication skill shown in the presentation

Award papers- Research study 

Copy of IEC approval showing that the presenting candidate was either Principal or Co 
investigator is mandatory. 
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Criteria for evaluating Award papers- Research study 
The following criteria shall be followed by the judges for evaluating the research study.
Each of the criterion shall carry maximum of 5 marks each and the maximum total marks shall 
be 50.
i. Title: whether the title is appropriate to the study presented? Whether the title includes the 

study population, intervention done and controls (in relevant design)
ii. Introduction: What was the rationale for the study? What was the research gap identified? 

How convincingly this is explained?
iii. Objectives: Whether the objectives follow FINER (Feasible, Interesting, Novel, Ethical, 

Relevant) criteria? Whether the objectives and title of the study match?
iv. Methodology: Whether the Study design is appropriate to the objectives? Whether the 

study population is clearly mentioned with inclusion and exclusion criteria? Intervention, 
if any along with comparator mentioned? Whether the correct formula is used as per 
the study design? Whether the study based on which the sample size is calculated is 
mentioned and provided in the references? 

v.  Results: Whether appropriate statistical analysis done? Whether the results are presented 
in a clear, concise & appropriate format? Whether appropriate tables, diagrams, graphs 
used to present the results and whether they are explained well? Whether all the results 
relevant according to the study objectives are presented?

vi. Discussion: Whether adequate coverage of the results is done in the discussion part? 
Whether relevant recent literature mentioned and how well it is correlated with the study 
being presented? Whether interpretation based on p value and confidence interval is done? 
Whether limitations of the study are mentioned?

vii. Conclusion & Highlights of the study: Whether the conclusion drawn is appropriate as per 
the study objectives and study design? Whether the highlights of the study are convincing 
enough? How efficiently and convincingly the conclusion is presented? Whether relevant 
references are provided in the standard format?

viii. Originality of the study: Whether there is any novelty in the area of study/study design/
objectives/ methodology? Whether the study contributes anything new to the existing 
dermatological literature? Whether ethical considerations are clearly mentioned and 
discussed? 

ix. Slides in the powerpoint: general appeal, clarity, rule of six, colour combination, 
organisation, diagrams, graphs

x. Clarity, Confidence & Communication skill shown in the presentation

I. Presentation of Free papers
Calling for free papers
1. The organising committee of CUTICON Kerala /MIDCUTICON Kerala should call for 

submission of free papers well in advance, at least one month before the conference.
2. The Honorary Secretary of IADVL Kerala should circulate the information via email to 

individual IADVL members (both LMs & PLMs).
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Criteria for selection & presentation of free papers

1. Only PLM/ LM of IADVL Kerala may be allowed to submit free papers for CUTICON 
Kerala /MIDCUTICON Kerala

2. The abstracts of the free paper in not more than 400 words should be submitted to the 
email id provided by the organising committee.

3. MIDCUTICON Kerala should have at least one session. Depending on the number of 
abstracts submitted and the quality of papers, the scientific committee can decide to have 
a parallel free paper session. In CUTICON Kerala, there shall be at least two free paper 
sessions, one on first day and the other on the second day. The session on second day 
preferably be earmarked for middle level or senior life members. 

4. More preference should be given to free papers submitted by Life members (LMs) rather 
than Provisional Life Members (PLMs).

5. Free papers can be based on rare case reports, case series or short original research works. 
However, innovations and original works should be given more weightage while selecting 
the free papers. 

6. Privacy of the patients should be protected. Appropriate permission from patients for use 
of their clinical images should be taken. Eyes should be blacked out. Maintaining privacy 
and dignity of patients is the responsibility of the presenting author. 

7. The presenters of selected free papers should be intimated at least 2 weeks before the 
CUTICON Kerala /MIDCUTICON Kerala

8. Inorder to motivate members to present free papers, the organising committee of 
CUTICON Kerala /MIDCUTICON Kerala may decide to offer prizes to one or two best 
free papers. 

9. The time allotted for presentation of free paper is 7 minutes followed by discussion of 3 minutes.
10. A certificate of presentation should be provided to the presenter by the organising 

committee, in which the name of the presenter and the title of the free paper is printed at 
least within two weeks of the CUTICON Kerala /MIDCUTICON Kerala.

J. E-Posters– Care reports & Research studies 
Calling for E-posters
1. The organising committee of CUTICON Kerala /MIDCUTICON Kerala should call for 

submission of E-posters well in advance, at least one month before the conference.
2. The Honorary Secretary of IADVL Kerala should circulate the information via email to 

individual IADVL members (both LMs & PLMs).

Selection of E-posters
1. Any Life Member or Provisional Life Member of IADVL Kerala can submit abstracts for 

E-posters.
2. One person can submit only one E-poster. However, he/she can be the co-author of more 

than one E-poster.
3. The e-posters should be original works- either case reports or research studies.
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4. The title and the abstract should be sent to the email id provided by the scientific committee 
before the last date of abstract submission, which should be at least 2 weeks before the 
CUTICON Kerala / MIDCUTICON Kerala. 

5. The abstract of case report (of not more than 300 words) may be prepared under the 
following subheadings: introduction, case report & highlights of the report. The abstract 
of the research study (of not more than 400 words) may be prepared under the following 
subheadings: introduction, objectives, materials and methods (kindly specify ethics 
committee clearance and consent from individual study participant), results & conclusion.

6. The organising committee shall provide an abstract ID Number to the presenting author 
to be used in the e-poster.

7. Copy of IEC approval showing that the presenting candidate was either Principal or Co 
investigator is mandatory in case of research studies. 

Preparation of E-poster

1. The template provided should be used to prepare the e-poster. 

2.  The slide/poster size should be 40.97” x 23.04” (16:9 aspect ratio).

3.  Layout should always be in landscape orientation & recommended 1 slide maximum.

4.  Minimum font: 28pt (this may seem large, but at this poster size it’s not).                        
Recommended font Types: Calibri, Arial, Times New Roman. 

5. Save all mathematical formulae and equations to images (.jpg, .png) when embedding. 

6. PowerPoint has to be saved as .pdf after naming it as “E-Poster- abstract id No.” 

7. The e-poster should contain the abstract ID No. and the name of the presenting author. 
The powerpoint should not contain any identifiers like name of co-authors or name of the 
affiliated institutions. The title should not contain pointers like a tertiary care centre or an 
oncology centre in South, Central or North Kerala, etc. If any such identifiers are included 
in the e-poster, then this will amount to disqualification.

8. Total file size should not exceed 10 MB. 

9. In case of any conflict of interest, it/they should be clearly mentioned and specified. 

10. Up to 3 references can be listed at the end of the poster. 

11. Commercial names of drugs/ chemicals/ equipment should not be mentioned. 

12. Privacy of the patients should be protected. Appropriate permission from patients for use 
of their clinical images should be taken. Eyes should be blacked out. Maintaining privacy 
and dignity of patients is the responsibility of the presenting author. 

Criteria for selection of Judges for evaluation

1. The scientific committee in consultation with the Chairperson of the IADVL Kerala state 
Academy shall select the judges for evaluation of case reports and research studies. 

2.  The judging panel shall comprise of 3 judges.

22





4. The judges should not be affiliated to the institutions in which any of the presenting 
authors or co-authors are affiliated.

5.  At least one of the judges should be a professor retired from a medical college (who 
is a life member of IADVL Kerala) and one of the judges should be a practitioner (not 
working in a medical college) with at least 10 years post PG experience OR with at least 
5 years post PG experience and at least two scientific publications.

Criteria for evaluation of e-posters-common to both case reports & research studies
1. Case reports and research studies shall be evaluated separately. 

2.  An evaluation sheet in which the criteria for evaluation are printed shall be provided to 
all the judges with the marking scheme clearly mentioned. The judges must follow this 
evaluation criteria and the marking scheme.

3. The marks awarded by all the four judges shall be totalled by a tabulation committee 
constituted by the scientific committee. The first two places shall be decided for case 
reports and research studies separately, based on the total marks secured by the presenters.

4. The decision of the judges shall be final.

5. The organising committee shall provide Certificate of participation (in which the name of 
the presenting author, title of presentation, whether case report or research study shall be 
printed) to all the presenting authors and Certificate of appreciation to the winners of first 
two places specifying whether they secured first or second place. 

Criteria for evaluating E posters- Case reports
The following criteria shall be followed by the judges for evaluating the case reports.

i. Title: whether appropriate for the case presented? – 2 marks

ii.  Introduction: how well attention is drawn to the case to be presented? - 2marks

iii.  Description of the case: whether the relevant positive and negative history is given, 
whether the skin lesions are described properly? - 5 marks

iv. Investigation: Whether relevant investigations are mentioned? Whether attempts have 
been made to incorporate novel investigations? - 4 marks

v.  Treatment: Whether treatment given and the response to the treatment mentioned? 
Whether the current condition of the patient mentioned? - 3 marks

vi.  Novelty: Whether the reasons for highlighting the case are convincing enough? Whether 
the case is rare/ novel enough to be presented? Whether the case report provide lessons to 
learn? - 5 marks

vii. Whether relevant recent references mentioned in standard format? -2 marks

viii. Quality of clinical photographs & overall appeal– 2marks

Maximum marks that can be awarded- 25 marks
In case of offline conference, 5 marks can be earmarked for discussion with the presenting 
author.
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Criteria for evaluating E posters- Research study 

The following criteria shall be followed by the judges for evaluating the research study.

i. Title: whether the title is appropriate to the study presented? Whether the title includes the 
study population, intervention done and controls (in relevant design)?- 2marks

ii.  Introduction: What was the rationale for the study? What was the research gap identified? 
How convincingly is this explained?- 3marks

iii.  Objectives: Whether the objectives follow FINER (Feasible, Interesting, Novel, Ethical, 
Relevant) criteria? Whether the objectives and title of the study match? – 2marks

iv.  Methodology: Whether the Study design is appropriate to the objectives? Whether the 
study population is clearly mentioned with inclusion and exclusion criteria? Intervention, 
if any along with comparator mentioned? Whether the correct formula is used as per 
the study design? Whether the study based on which the sample size is calculated is 
mentioned and provided in the references?  -5marks

v Results: Whether appropriate statistical analysis done? Whether the results are presented 
in a clear, concise & appropriate format? Whether all the results relevant according to the 
study objectives are presented? - 5marks

vi.  Figures & Graphs: Whether appropriate tables, diagrams, graphs used to present the 
results and whether they are explained well? General appeal of the E-poster- 2marks

vii. Conclusion & Highlights of the study: Whether the conclusion drawn is appropriate as per 
the study objectives and study design? Whether the highlights of the study are convincing 
enough? How efficiently and convincingly the conclusion is presented? -3marks 

viii. References: Whether relevant recent references are provided in the standard format? 
-2marks

ix. Originality of the study: Whether there is any novelty in the area of study/study design/
objectives/ methodology? Whether the study contributes anything new to the existing 
dermatological literature? -5marks

x. Ethical considerations: Whether ethical considerations are clearly mentioned? -1mark

 Maximum marks that can be awarded- 25 marks

 In case of offline conference, 5 marks can be earmarked for discussion with the presenting 
author. 
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SOP for Selection of Editor in Chief Elect Journal of Skin and Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases (JSSTD)

Editor in Chief of JSSTD would be responsible for all the scientific content and smooth 
functioning of the journal. Editor in chief elect (EiCE) of JSSTD would be selected by a group 
consisting of the President, Immediate Past President, President Elect of IADVL Kerala, 
incumbent and previous Editor in Chief and the Managing Editor of JSSTD. The honorary 
secretary IADVL Kerala on behalf of the selection committee will call for applications from 
IADVL Kerala members one year before the term of the incumbent editor in chief ends. The 
duration for applying for the post would be two weeks. On completion of the last date of 
application the selection committee would select the EiCE.

The Eligibility criteria for the EiCE are
1. A broad-based background in dermatology with enough academic, research and 

publication experience.
2. Previous experience as Editor-in-chief/Associate Editor/ Section editor/ Assistant 

Editor/ Content editor/ Language editor/ Editorial board member in a UGC accepted 
journal or an official journal of National or IADVL state branches or any registered 
dermatological association.

3. Good leadership and organizational capabilities.
4. A commitment to work hard and maintain the high standards of the Journal
5. Demonstrated writing skills in English.
6. Proficiency in basic computer software
7. A reputation for fairness and impartiality
8. Minimum 10 publications as a lead author in state, national and international dermatology 

journals.
9. A life member of IADVL Kerala with at least 10 years good standing

Editor in Chief will have the following responsibilities
1. Forming an editorial team with a broad spectrum of representation
2. Directing and implementing journal policy within the ambit of the goals and financial 

resources of Kerala IADVL.
3. Maintaining the independence and the high dignity of the journal.
4. Elevating the position of the journal globally
5. Publishing articles that are scientifically accurate and informative with insistence on 

ethical clearance for original articles and/ or conflicts of interests from the contributors 
if any

6. Corresponding with authors and organising adjudication wherever needed.
7. To publish the journal in time and to supervise and work closely with team members to 

meet publication deadlines and improve overall efficiency
8. To maintain and update JSSTD website





IADVL Kerala
Research Facilitation Cell

IADVL Kerala aims to promote and support research in the field of Dermatology, Venereology, 
and Leprosy in the form of research grants every year. The maximum permissible amount is Rs 
100000/- for two projects.

Guidelines for research grant

1) Area of Research: Basic sciences, Clinical studies, Clinical trials, Diagnostic tests, 
Epidemiological studies, Quality of life studies, etc in Dermatology, Venereology and 
Leprosy

2) Investigators:
 2. a Principal investigator: IADVL life member.

  1st preference - Practitioners from private /Govt hospitals.
  2nd preference - Faculty from private/ Govt Medical colleges
 2. b Co-investigators:

1) In interdepartmental research, the co-investigators can be from nondermatology 
departments.

2) Dermatology Post graduates can be co-investigators. By no means a post 
graduate thesis will be funded

3) Grant:
3. a) Total amount available for funding is Rs 1 lakh.
3. b) Maximum of two projects will be funded.In case of a single project getting 
selected the maximum amount allotted would be Rs 1 Lakh or the budget of the project 
which ever is lesser. In the case of two projects, each project will be given a maximum 
of Rs 50000 or the budget of the project whichever is lesser. The final decision on 
suitability for funding shall be taken by a Jury comprising research facilitation cell 
members.
3.c) The grant cannot be used for thesis, for projects longer than one year, and projects
partly funded by another grant.
3.d) 1) Disbursal of the grant will be quarterly in the proportion 40, 40, 20.
 2) The final amount will be disbursed only after completion (sub-clause 8. a) of 

the project.
 3) The grant amount will be disbursed to the principal investigator, not to the 

institution
 4) In multicentric trials, the grant will be disbursed to the principal investigator. 

It is the responsibility of the principal investigator to disburse the amounts 
among the participating centers
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4) Project Submission:
4. a) The research proposals should be submitted in the proper format (Application 
form II).
4. b) An applicant can submit more than one proposal.
4. c) Multicentric projects can be submitted.
4.d) Refrain from including identifier (including Clinical Trials Registry number or 
Institute Ethics Committee name) in part II of the application form.
4. e) Only duly filled and signed application forms along with mandatory documents 
(refer Application form II) will be accepted for evaluation by reviewers.

5) Selection of the projects:
5. a) The proposals will be ranked by a jury composed of the members of the research
facilitation cell based on the criteria put forward by the IADVL Kerala.
5. b) If a member of the research facilitation cell has submitted a project, that member 
will not be participating in the selection process. If the total number of evaluators is less 
than 3 then a suitable substitute will be selected by the Executive committee of IADVL 
Kerala from a pool constituted by faculty members of medical colleges of Kerala, not 
less than the rank of Associate Professors.
5. c) The jury has the right to propose suggestions for the modification and improvement 
of the proposal.
5.d) The investigators should not deviate from the approved research protocol. In case 
of deviation, a prior intimation with valid explanation and necessary approval from 
IADVL KERALA has to be obtained

6) Duration of research:
6. a) The funded research should be completed in a period of one year. The status of 
the project has to be furnished every quarter.
6. b) In the unexpected event of the research not being completed in the said time 
frame, the permission of the research facilitation cell is required for extending the 
duration of completion.

7) Documents to be submitted :
7. a) Application form I & II
7. b) Ethics committee approval: Certificate of approval by the Institution Ethics 
committee.
7. c) Clinical trials: The registration with the Clinical Trials Registry- India has to be 
submitted within 3 months.
7.d) Undertaking: The investigators have to submit an undertaking that the proposal is 
not a part of any ongoing concurrent funded research/ postgraduate thesis project.
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7.d) No objection letter from the head(s) of concerned department(s)/ institution(s) for 
co-investigators from other specialities
7.e) No objection letter from the head(s) of concerned department(s)/ institution(s) in 
the case of mutlicentric projects
7. f) CV of Principal Investigator & CV of co-ordinator in multicentric trials

8) Completion of the project:
8. a) The project is said to be complete when it is either published in an indexed journal 
or presented during the CUTICON.
8. b) It is mandatory that the Principal Investigator has to be the corresponding author 
in any scientific publication(s) arising out of the project
8. c) The Grant has to be acknowledged in every mode of presentation, i.e. paper, 
poster, or article

9) Submission of expenditure:
9. a) Statement of expenditure has to be submitted to the research facilitation cell 
after every quarter and within three months after completion of the project along with 
invoices of purchased materials for audit.
9. b) Unutilized amount with the accrued interest has to be refunded to IADVL Kerala.
9. c) In the case of a multicentric project, the Principal Investigator will be responsible 
for its satisfactory completion and submission of the accounts and project report
Legal liabilities: IADVL Kerala will not be responsible for any legal liabilities arising 
out of the research.
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IADVL Kerala Research Grants
APPLICATION FORM 1

General Information
(Adequate information must be furnished in a brief but self-contained manner to enable the 

IADVL Kerala Research Facilitation Cell to evaluate the project)

PROJECT TITLE:
 1) RESEARCH FACULTY INFORMATION
Principal investigator

Name:

Age :  Gender:

Qualification:

IADVL membership number: LM/

Affiliated institution/hospital:

Mailing address:

Telephone (Mobile):

Email address:

Present professional responsibilities

 • Departmental:

 • Institutional:

 • University:

 • Association of concerned specialty:

 • Others:

Brief CV of the Principal investigator (Maximum two pages, to be submitted separately)
Details of the IADVL Kerala or other research projects that the principal investigator was 
or is engaged in:

Sl.No Name of the
project

IADVL
project
(Y/N)

Year of
commencement

Current status 
(completed or

ongoing)

Published(Y/N)
If yes

Citation/DOI
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Co-investigator(s)
No Name Age/ 

Gender
Speciality Degree LM

no:
Role in
study

Phone
No:

Signature

Details of the IADVL Kerala or other research projects that the co-investigator/s was/ were or 
is/are engaged in:

Sl.
no

Name of
the coin-

vestigator

Name
of the

project

IADVL
project

(Yes/No)

Year of
commencement

Current
status

(Completed
or ongoing)

Published Yes/ No. 
If yes Mention
Citation/DOI

2) CENTRE(S) WHERE THE RESEARCH WILL BE CONDUCTED (IN CASE 
OF MULTICENTRIC STUDY, PLEASE SPECIFY WHERE INVESTIGATIONS 
WILL BE CARRIED OUT):

3) WORK DONE BY THE INVESTIGATOR(S) ON THE STUDY SUBJECT:
• Selection of subjects, standardization of methods, and results, if any:
• List of their significant publications in the last 5 years in this regard:

4) DETAILS OF CO-ORDINATORS (IN CASE OF A MULTICENTRIC STUDY) & 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE AT EACH CENTRE

S.
No

Name Age/
Gender

Designa-
tion/
Affilia-
tion

IADVL
LM
No.

Contri-
bution
to the 
study

Contact
Details

Short CV
Included
separately
(Max 2
pages)
(Y/N)

Infrastructure 
(equipment/ 
manpower)
available in 
the institution 
for the project

5) DETAILS OF THE BENEFICIARY ACCOUNT TO WHICH THE GRANT FUNDS WILL 
BE TRANSFERRED:

a. Beneficiary name:  IFS code:
b. Name of the Bank:  Account No:

6) SIGNATURE OF THE PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR AND ALL COINVESTIGATORS

32





IADVL Kerala
Research Grants Year

APPLICATION FORM II

Please Note:
• To enable blinded review, NO IDENTIFIER (i.e name of the Institution/ college where 

the research project is to be carried out, name of the investigators, name of the ethics 
committee, CTRI No etc) should figure in this application including Case Record Form 
and Consent Form.

• Only IADVL life members can apply as Principal Investigator

DETAILS OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT

1. Title of the project with acronym if any:
2. Executive Summary of Project (Not more than 500 words including research question/

research hypothesis)
3. Field of research (Please give up to 3 keywords/subheadings)
4. Project Objective(s): Primary
                                         Secondary
5. Background (Existing knowledge in the field, working hypothesis in the context of 

previous work done, can add up to 10 relevant references, not more than 1500 words)
• Background with a brief review of literature
• Existing deficiencies of current literature
• The rationale of the current study
• Anticipated outcomes and clinical relevance of those outcomes

6. Methodology:
a. Study design (suitable to fulfil objectives)
b. Duration of study
c. Study population (from whom study subjects will be drawn)
d. Study subjects {specifying study groups (Both cases and controls if any)}

i. Inclusion criteria including methods of inclusion (Clinical and/or investigational)
ii. Exclusion criteria including methods of exclusion (Clinical and/or investigational)
iii. Withdrawal criteria (Situations warranting exclusion during the study)
iv. Rescue criteria in case of occurrence of expected adverse outcomes

e. Sample size (including details of estimation & sampling technique)
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f. Randomization, allocation concealment and blinding methods (if applicable)
g. Methods of collection of data

i. Demographic and personal data
ii. Clinical data
iii. Laboratory data: [For investigative/experimental studies, details of the procedure 

of investigation(s) studied and measurement of the efficacy of investigation(s)]
iv. Therapeutic response data: Details of intervention(s) and measurement(s) of 

efficacy and safety of intervention(s) if any
v. Data safety monitoring plans in case of clinical trials

h. Study variables (data to be recorded to fulfil the objectives): (For therapeutic studies, 
primary and secondary endpoint measurements, safety data)
i. Statistical methods: Describe in detail the methods used to present and analyze 

different study variables with reference to the objective(s) of the study
j. Operational definitions
k. References

7. Evaluation Criteria- Definition of success/failure:
8. Proposed Deadlines:

• Project Beginning Date:
• Project Ending Date:

9. Detailed research plan & Timing (work-flow): Describe in the detail project timeline 
and specific milestones in a Gantt chart format.

10.  Significance of project/originality
11.  Budget requirements: Detailed break-up and justification with proper use of nomenclature 

of items to be bought

Items (provide details with quantity 
under each head)

Source of supply
(wherever applicable)

Justification 
for budget

Amount
(Rs)

1 Equipment
i
ii…

2 Chemicals/Reagents/Other Con-
sumables

i
ii…
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3 Stationery and contingencies
i
ii..
4 Miscellaneous expenses, i.e.

Ethics Committee fees
Trial Insurance fees (if required)

6 GST (if applicable)
7. Institute administrative charges

Total
Desired fund flow
1. Initial Funding
2. First Quarter
3. Second Quarter (accompanied by
    half-year Progress
4. Final (After completion and
    submission of the report)

12. Link with other projects (Ad-hoc, taskforce, or collaborative)

13. What are the other facilities/services (technology, infrastructure, equipment and human 
resource) required for this research project:

14. Confirm that these facilities/services (technology, infrastructure, equipment and human 
resource) required for the project are available at the research centre:

15. Is the necessary support from various other specialities required for the conduct of the 
project available? If so, specify.

16. Has a letter of consent regarding utilization of facilities/services been obtained from 
the Head(s) of the Department(s) involved in the research project? (It is mandatory to 
submit the Letter separately while submitting the research proposal)

17. Does the research project require collaboration with an external agency/service 
provider? If yes, the nature and terms of collaboration and also the status of MoU with 
the collaborator to be submitted before initiation of the project.

18. Do you consider the proposed number of subjects will be available within the proposed 
period of study?

19. Has Ethics committee approval been obtained? (if obtained, to be attached separately 
while submitting the project) . Ethics committee approval from all centres will need to 
be submitted, for a multi-centric study)
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21) Has the study been registered with the Clinical Trials Registry-India ( if applicable)? 
(if obtained, to be attached separately while submitting the project and if not, to be 
submitted within 3 months of approval of grant)

Please note: Submission of Ethics Committee Approval and CTRI number ( if applicable) is 
mandatory for release of grant for all projects that are sanctioned IADVL Research grant

Appendix 1: Case Record Form/Questionnaire (Specific to objectives of the study and study 
variables): Avoid identifiers

Appendix 2: Consent form in English and local language: Avoid identifiers

Checklist: To be submitted separately

Mandatory at the time of submission

a. Application form I

b. Application form II

c. CV of Principal Investigator

d. CV of Coordinators (In case of a multicentric study)

e. Letter of Consent from Head/s of the Department/s involved in the research projects 
(Principal investigator/s and Co-investigator/s)

f. Letter of consent from Head/s of Institution/s or Centre/s involved in the research 
project.

g. Undertaking by the investigators

Mandatory before the release of grant

a. Ethics committee approval from each study center/s

b. CTRI registration submission acknowledgement

c. MoU with Collaborators, if applicable

d. Clinical trial Insurance, if applicable

e. GST registration details, if applicable

Jury Comments:

UNDERTAKING
We the investigators of the research proposal titled ‘……………………………………’ 
submitted for IADVL Kerala Research Grant, for the year 2022 hereby declare that we will 
abide by regulations for IADVL Kerala research grants and agree :

(i) To provide the IADVL Kerala with a report on the status of the project and a financial 
report every quarter, and before IADVL Executive Committee at the conclusion of the Project.
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(ii) To not deviate from the research protocol approved by IADVL Kerala. In case of deviation, 
a prior intimation with valid explanation and necessary approval from IADVL Kerala will be 
obtained.

(iii) To complete the research project within 1 year.

(iv) To submit the results for presentation in CUTICON Kerala and for publication in indexed 
state, national or international journals, with an acknowledgement of the Grant

(v) To acknowledge the Grant in every mode of presentation, i.e. paper, poster or article

(vi) To return any unused part of the grant along with any interest accrued to the IADVL 
Kerala on completion of the project

(vii) To submit the financial account of the project and final report within 3 months of its 
completion along with invoices of purchased materials for audit

(viii) To utilize the Grant only for those aspects for which it has been sanctioned

(ix) To not to apply for any grant for the same project with any other organization/institutions, 
public or private.

(x) To abide by all terms and conditions related to the grant that IADVL Kerala has at the time 
of approving it and also those that can come into force during the study period.

(xi) To accept all legal liability since IADVL Kerala is only the funding body

(xii) To submit any documents related to research project as and when requested by the IADVL 
Kerala

(xiii) To provide original bills and/or invoices as and when requested by the IADVL Kerala

We also declare that

Our project is not linked to any existing ongoing project / postgraduate thesis or will not be 
linked to a future project.

We have not received funding for a similar project from any source

The Principal Investigator will be the corresponding author for any publication arising out of 
this funded project.

We declare that we have no Conflicts of Interest in regard to the subject of this project with a 
pharmaceutical company or any other organization other than the IADVL Kerala.

We accept that that if we do not follow this undertaking or if there is any deviation, we will not 
be considered for any research grant from IADVL Kerala in future.

Signature/s of Investigator/s

Countersign of the Head of Institution
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DR. SREELATHA BEST PAPER AWARD FOR FUTURISTIC 
CONCEPTS IN DERMATOLOGY Fund

PROPOSER & DONOR: Dr. CRITON SEBASTIAN V.J.

1. The Endowment Fund shall be called "DR. SREELATHA BEST PAPER AWARD 
FOR FUTURISTIC CONCEPTS IN DERMATOLOGY " Fund

2. The source of fund shall be contribution from Dr. CRITON SEBASTIAN V.J.

3. The objective of the fund is to provide prize money to the best paper presented 
during the session on futuristic dermatology and innovative ideas to be held during 
CUTICON Kerala.

4. The initial corpus of the fund to be provided by the donor shall be Rupees One Lakh 
fifty Thousand only inclusive of GST liability if applicable. IADVL Kerala reserves 
the right to increase the corpus of the fund either in consultation with the donor [to 
be funded partly or fully by donor] or unilaterally by using organization fund with 
prior approval of General Body.

5. The principal/corpus of the fund shall be held in perpetuity and invested in a scheduled 
bank, with only the earnings from the interest income spent to support the objective 
of the fund.

6. Such fund shall be separately earmarked and shall thereon form part of annual audit 
report and financial statements of IADVL Kerala.

7. Interest income of the fund shall be calculated as on 31st March of the year and will 
be utilized in the subsequent financial year. Unutilized portion of the interest if any 
shall flow back into the fund.

8. The Executive Committee shall be responsible for utilization of interest income of 
the fund in compliance with the terms and conditions of the fund.

9. IADVL Kerala reserves the rights to review, modify or revoke any such endowments 
in eventualities such as but not limited to

a. A fundamental change in the spending policies of the Association

b. Shortcomings that emerge in its practical operation

c. Changes in applicable legislation

d. Recommendations by the Donor, General Body or members citing valid 
reasons

10. The donor reserves the right to withdraw the initial corpus in the eventuality of 
dissolution of fund by IADVL Kerala.
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